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Part One
Introduction to the Critical Concepts

Course Description

2



 Introduction to the Critical Concepts:
Charlotte County Public Schools firmly believes that teachers need to deeply 
understand the grade-level standards put forth by the state to inform how we 
develop and deliver lessons, to ensure accurate learning progressions, to provide 
consistency across classroom, schools, and the district, and to scaffold and 
support student in their learning.

When teachers have clarity about the standards they are teaching and they 
communicate success criteria to their students, it increases student buy-in and 
produces learning gains.

We want students to be able to answer the following three questions:

1. What am I learning today?

2. Why am I learning this?

3. How will I know when I’ve learned it?

Why does this matter?  Because according to Douglas Fisher, “When learning is 
organized and intentional, and when the learner knows what he or she is learning, 
great things can happen.  When students don’t know what they are learning, 
don’t care about their learning, and have no idea if they are learning, great things 
are unlikely to happen.”  We want great things for all CCPS students. Clarity is 
the key.

Utilization of the proficiency scales in this curriculum guide will provide teacher 
clarity but will also push students to deeper levels of learning. According to Fisher, 
“knowing the standards well allows teachers to identify the necessary prior 
knowledge and to determine the expectations for students’ success.  In nearly all 
cases, the standards themselves articulate outcomes of learning and often call 
upon students to apply what they have learned to an ever-widening set of 
situations and texts.” Proficiency scales are meant to be used by teachers for 
lesson planning and by students for individualized progress monitoring as they 
learn new material. The Proficiency scales in this document are divided into two 
sections, the Teacher Critical Concepts and the Student Critical Concepts, and 
both are designed around Florida’s B.E.S.T. Standards. 3



How to Navigate the Critical Concept Scales

Standard 
Title

Grade 
Level 
Standard: 
Target!

Stretch 
Goal

Skills to 
build to 
reach 3.0 
Proficiency

The document 
centers 

around this 
benchmark

These are 
suggestions. If the 
story you are using 

lends itself to different 
accompanying 

benchmarks, feel free 
to use those instead.

There should 
be at least one 

of these in 
every lesson 
you teach. 

Students 
might 
need 
help with 
these 
terms
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Course Description: 
Intensive Reading II #1000414

General Course Information and Notes

Version Description

This  course is designed for 10th grade students reading below grade level. The course includes 
foundational skill standards to be used until a student has mastered the standard. 

Teachers will use the listed standards that correspond to student need based on diagnostic assessments 
and adjust according to ongoing progress monitoring data. 

Effective implementation requires the support to be matched to student need and is provided by the most 
experienced, and/or specialized expert. Instruction is individualized and targeted to the skills that pose the 
greatest barrier to learning and is characterized by the greatest number of minutes of instruction with the 
narrowest focus for an individual or a very small group of students. Individualized diagnostic data, as well 
as instructional time, are in addition to those provided in core instruction. Formative assessments occur 
more frequently and focus on the learning barriers to success and are based on intensity of needs. The 
larger the gap, the more frequent the progress monitoring. The expected outcome is for the student to 
achieve grade-level proficiency.

General Notes

English Language Development ELD Standards Special Notes Section:

Teachers are required to provide listening, speaking, reading and writing instruction that allows English 
language learners (ELL) to communicate information, ideas and concepts for academic success in the 
content area of Language Arts. For the given level of English language proficiency and with visual, graphic, 
or interactive support, students will interact with grade level words, expressions, sentences and discourse 
to process or produce language necessary for academic success. The ELD standard should specify a 
relevant content area concept or topic of study chosen by curriculum developers and teachers which 
maximizes an ELL’s need for communication and social skills. To access an ELL supporting document 
which delineates performance definitions and descriptors, please click on the following link: 
https://cpalmsmediaprod.blob.core.windows.net/uploads/docs/standards/eld/la.pdf
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Part Two
Proficiency Scale Table of Contents

Teacher Proficiency Scales
Student Proficiency Scales
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Proficiency Scale Table of Contents

Critical 
Concept 

Title

Spotlight Benchmark Accompanying 
Benchmarks 

ELA 
Expectations

Phonological 
Awareness

ELA.612.F.2.1 When these skills are 
mastered, students 
are able to move on to 
grade-level standards. 
These should NOT be 
taught as year-long 
standards. 

Any ELA Expectation

Phonics and 
Word Analysis

ELA.612.F.2.2 Any grade-level standard

Encoding ELA.612.F.2.3 Any grade-level standard

Fluency ELA.612.F.2.4 Any grade-level standard

Literary Elements ELA.10.R.1.1 ELA.10.R.1.2
ELA.10.R.1.3
ELA.10.R.2.2
ELA.10.R.3.3
ELA.10.C.1.2
ELA.10.V.1.3

ELA.K12.EE.1.1
ELA.K12.EE.2.1

Theme ELA.10.R.1.2 ELA.10.R.1.3
ELA.10.R.3.1
ELA.10.R.1.1
ELA.10.R.1.4
ELA.10.R.2.2
ELA.10.R.3.3

ELA.K12.EE.2.1
ELA.K12.EE.3.1

Perspective and 
Point of View

ELA.10.R.1.3 ELA.10.R.1.1
ELA.10.R.3.3
ELA.10.R.1.2
ELA.10.R.1.4
ELA.10.R.3.2
ELA.10.C.1.2

ELA.K12.EE.2.1
ELA.K12.EE.3.1

Poetry ELA.10.R.1.4 ELA.10.R.1.1
ELA.10.R.1.2
ELA.10.R.1.3
ELA.10.R.3.1
ELA.10.V.1.3

ELA.K12.EE.1.1
ELA.K12.EE.2.1
ELA.K12.EE.3.1

Structure ELA.10.R.2.1 ELA.10.R.2.3
ELA.10.R.2.4

ELA.K12.EE.2.1
ELA.K12.EE.3.1

Central Idea ELA.10.R.2.2 ELA.10.R.2.4
ELA.10.R.3.4
ELA.10.R.1.2
ELA.10.R.2.1

ELA.K12.EE.1.1
ELA.K12.EE.2.1
ELA.K12.EE.3.1

Purpose and 
Perspective

ELA.10.R.2.3 ELA.10.R.2.4
ELA.10.R.2.1
ELA.10.R.1.3
ELA.10.C.1.2

ELA.K12.EE.1.1
ELA.K12.EE.2.1
ELA.K12.EE.3.1 7
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Critical 
Concept 

Title

Spotlight Benchmark Accompanying 
Benchmarks 

ELA 
Expectations

Argument ELA.10.R.2.4 ELA.10.R.2.3 
ELA.10.R.1.1
ELA.10.R.3.4
ELA.10.R.2.1
ELA.10.R.2.2
ELA.10.R.3.2

ELA.K12.EE.1.1
ELA.K12.EE.2.1
ELA.K12.EE.3.1

Interpreting 
Figurative 
Language

ELA.10.R.3.1 ELA.10.R.1.4
ELA.10.R.V.1.3
ELA.10.C.1.2

ELA.K12.EE.2.1
ELA.K12.EE.3.1

Comparative 
Reading

ELA.10.R.3.3 ELA.10.R.3.2
ELA.10.C.1.4
ELA.10.R.2.2
ELA.10.C.4.1

ELA.K12.EE.1.1 
ELA.K12.EE.3.1 
ELA.K12.EE.2.1

Understanding 
Rhetoric

ELA.10.R.3.4 ELA.10.R.2.4
ELA.10.R.2.3
ELA.10.R.2.2
ELA.10.R.3.2

ELA.K12.EE.1.1 
ELA.K12.EE.2.1
ELA.K12.EE.3.1

Context and 
Connotation

ELA.10.V.1.3 ELA.10.V.1.3
ELA.612.F.2.1
ELA.612.F.2.2
ELA.612.F.2.3

ELA.K12.EE.2.1

Morphology ELA.10.V.1.2 ELA.10.C.2.1
ELA.10.C.1.5
ELA.10.V.1.2

ELA.K12.EE.2.1



Teacher 
Proficiency 

Scales
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Critical Concept: Phonological 
Awareness

Grades 6-12

Spotlight Benchmarks:

ELA.612.F.2.1
When these skills are 
mastered, students are able to 
move on to grade-level 
standards. These should NOT 
be taught as year-long 
standards. 

ELA Expectations:
ELA.K12.EE.2.1

4 Students will:
When these skills are mastered, students are able to move 
on to grade-level standards. These should NOT be taught as 
year-long standards. 

Potential Resources:

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, partial success at score 4.0 content.

3 Students will:
❏ Demonstrate an understanding of spoken words, syllables, 

and sounds. a. Orally produce single-syllable and 
multisyllabic words by accurately blending sounds. b. 
Accurately segment single-syllable and multisyllabic words.

2.5 No major error or omissions regarding score 2.0 content, and partial success at score 3.0 content. Vocabulary:

2 Students will:
❏ Blend and segment syllables in spoken words. b. Identify 

and produce alliterative and rhyming words. c. Blend and 
segment onset and rimes of single-syllable words. d. 
Identify the initial, medial, and final sound of spoken words. 
e. Add or delete phonemes at the beginning or end of a 
spoken word and say the resulting word. f. Segment and 
blend phonemes in single-syllable spoken words

❏ . Segment spoken words into initial, medial, and final 
phonemes, including words with digraphs, blends, and 
trigraphs. b. Orally blend initial, medial, and final phonemes 
together to produce a single-syllable word that includes 
digraphs, blends, or trigraphs. c. Blend single-syllable 
spoken words with at least five phonemes. d. Segment 
single-syllable spoken words with at least five phonemes. 
e. Segment and blend phonemes in multi-syllable spoken 
words.

1.5 Partial success at score 2.0 content, and major errors or omissions regarding score 3.0 content. 

1 With help, partial success at score 2.0 content and score 3.0 content. Formative 
Assessments:

.5 With help, partial success at score 2.0 content but not 3.0 content. 

0 Even with help, no success. 

Culminating Activity: Possible Duration: 

❏ Blending
❏ Syllable
❏ Single syllable
❏ Multisyllabic
❏ Segment
❏ Onset
❏ Rime
❏ Alliterative
❏ Rhyming
❏ Initial sound
❏ Medial sound
❏ Final sound
❏ Phoneme



Critical Concept: Phonics and 
Word Analysis

Grades 6-12

Spotlight Benchmarks:

ELA.612.F.2.2
When these skills are mastered, 
students are able to move on to 
grade-level standards. These 
should NOT be taught as year-long 
standards. 

ELA Expectations:
ELA.K12.EE.2.1

4 Students will:
When these skills are mastered, students are able to move 
on to grade-level standards. These should NOT be taught 
as year-long standards. 

Potential Resources:

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, partial success at score 4.0 content.

3 Students will:
❏ Know and apply phonics and word analysis skills in 

decoding words. a. Use an array of strategies to decode 
single-syllable and multisyllabic words. b. Accurately read 
multisyllabic words using a combined knowledge of all 
letter-sound correspondences, and syllabication patterns.

2.5 No major error or omissions regarding score 2.0 content, and partial success at score 3.0 
content. Vocabulary:

2 Students will:
❏ Demonstrate knowledge of the most frequent sound for each consonant. b. 

Demonstrate knowledge of the short and long sounds for the five major vowels. 
c. Decode consonant-vowel-consonant (CVC) words. 

❏ Decode words using knowledge of spelling-sound correspondences for 
common consonant digraphs, trigraphs, and blends. b. Decode simple words 
with r-controlled vowels. c. Decode regularly spelled one-syllable words. d. 
Decode words with inflectional endings. e. Decode two-syllable words with 
regular patterns by breaking the words into syllables. f. Decode words that use 
final –e and vowel teams to make long-vowel sound.

❏ Decode words with variable vowel teams (e.g., oo, ea, ou) and vowel 
diphthongs (e.g., oi, oy, ow). b. Decode regularly spelled two-syllable words with 
long and short vowels. c. Decode words with open (e.g., hi, baby, moment) and 
closed (e.g., bag, sunshine, chop) syllables and consonant -le (e.g., purple, 
circle, stumble). d. Decode words with common prefixes and suffixes. e. 
Decode words with silent letter combinations (e.g., knight, comb, island, ghost).

❏ Decode words with common Greek and Latin roots and affixes. (See 
benchmark 3.V.1.2) b. Decode words with common derivational suffixes and 
describe how they turn words into different parts of speech. (e.g., -ful, -less, 
-est). c. Decode multisyllabic words.

1.5 Partial success at score 2.0 content, and major errors or omissions regarding score 3.0 
content. 

1 With help, partial success at score 2.0 content and score 3.0 content. Formative 
Assessments:

.5 With help, partial success at score 2.0 content but not 3.0 content. 

0 Even with help, no success. 

Culminating Activity: Possible Duration: 

❏ Decoding
❏ Digraph
❏ Trigraph
❏ Blend
❏ Inflectional 

ending
❏ Vowel team
❏ Diphthong
❏ Open syllable
❏ Closed syllable
❏ Derivational 

suffixes



Critical Concept: Encoding Grades 6-12
Spotlight Benchmarks:

ELA.612.F.2.3
When these skills are 
mastered, students are 
able to move on to 
grade-level standards. 
These should NOT be 
taught as year-long 
standards. 

ELA Expectations:
ELA.K12.EE.2.1

4 Students will:
When these skills are mastered, students are able to 
move on to grade-level standards. These should 
NOT be taught as year-long standards. 

Potential Resources:

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, partial success at score 4.0 content.

3 Students will:
❏ Know and apply phonics and word analysis 

skills in encoding words.

2.5 No major error or omissions regarding score 2.0 content, and partial success at 
score 3.0 content. Vocabulary:

2 Students will:
❏ Write unfamiliar single-syllable and 

multisyllabic words in and out of context

❏ Use an array of strategies to accurately 
encode single-syllable and multisyllabic 
words.

1.5 Partial success at score 2.0 content, and major errors or omissions regarding 
score 3.0 content. 

1 With help, partial success at score 2.0 content and score 3.0 content. Formative Assessments:

.5 With help, partial success at score 2.0 content but not 3.0 content. 

0 Even with help, no success. 

Culminating Activity: Possible Duration: 

❏ Encode
❏ Word analysis



Critical Concept: Fluency Grades 6-12
Spotlight Benchmarks:

ELA.612.F.2.4
When these skills are 
mastered, students are 
able to move on to 
grade-level standards. 
These should NOT be 
taught as year-long 
standards. 

ELA Expectations:
ELA.K12.EE.2.1

4 Students will:
When these skills are mastered, students are able to 
move on to grade-level standards. These should 
NOT be taught as year-long standards. 

Potential Resources:

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, partial success at score 
4.0 content.

3 Students will:
❏ Read grade-level texts with accuracy, 

automaticity, and appropriate prosody or 
expression.

2.5 No major error or omissions regarding score 2.0 content, and 
partial success at score 3.0 content. 

Vocabulary:
❏ Accuracy
❏ Automaticity
❏ Prosody
❏ expression

2 Students will:
❏ Read grade-level texts with accuracy, 

automaticity, and appropriate prosody or 
expression at all levels prior to current grade level

1.5 Partial success at score 2.0 content, and major errors or 
omissions regarding score 3.0 content. 

1 With help, partial success at score 2.0 content and score 3.0 
content. 

Formative Assessments:

.5 With help, partial success at score 2.0 content but not 3.0 
content. 

0 Even with help, no success. 

Culminating Activity: Possible Duration: 



Critical Concept: Literary Elements Grade: 10
Spotlight Benchmarks:

ELA.10.R.1.1
Accompanying 
Benchmarks:
ELA.10.R.1.2
ELA.10.R.1.3
ELA.10.R.2.2
ELA.10.R.3.3
ELA.10.C.1.2
ELA.10.V.1.3

ELA Expectations:
ELA.K12.EE.1.1
ELA.K12.EE.2.1

4 Students will:
❏ Evaluate how key elements enhance or add 

layers of meaning and or style in a literary text.

Potential Resources:

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, partial success at score 4.0 content.

3 Students will:
❏ Analyze how key elements enhance or add layers 

of meaning and/or style in a literary text.

2.5 No major error or omissions regarding score 2.0 content, and partial success at 
score 3.0 content. Vocabulary:

❏ Setting
❏ Plot
❏ Character development
❏ Conflict 
❏ Theme
❏ Narrator
❏ Point of View
❏ Mood
❏ Tone
❏ Diction
❏ Syntax
❏ Figurative Language
❏ Voice

2 Students will:
❏ Describe the main character(s), setting, and main 

events in a story/ plot structure
❏ Identify plot structure
❏ Explain how one or more characters develop 

throughout the story
❏ Explain how setting, events, conflict, and 

character development contribute to the plot
❏ Analyze how the interaction between characters 

contributes to the development of a plot. 
❏ Analyze the impact of setting on character 

development and plot.
❏ Analyze the interaction between character 

development, setting, and plot in a literary text. 
❏ Explain how key elements enhance or add layers 

of meaning and/or style in a literary text. 

1.5 Partial success at score 2.0 content, and major errors or omissions regarding 
score 3.0 content. 

1 With help, partial success at score 2.0 content and score 3.0 content. Formative Assessments:
.5 With help, partial success at score 2.0 content but not 3.0 content. 

0 Even with help, no success. 

Culminating Activity: Possible Duration: 
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Critical Concept:Theme Grade: 10
Spotlight Benchmarks:
ELA.10.R.1.2

Accompanying 
Benchmarks:
ELA.10.R.1.3
ELA.10.R.3.1
ELA.10.R.1.1
ELA.10.R.1.4
ELA.10.R.2.2
ELA.10.R.3.3

ELA Expectations:
ELA.K12.EE.2.1
ELA.K12.EE.3.1

4 Students will:
❏ Track and analyze universal themes in 

literary texts from different times and places. 

Potential Resources:

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, partial success at score 4.0 content.

3 Students will:
❏ Analyze and compare universal themes and 

their development throughout a literary text. 

2.5 No major error or omissions regarding score 2.0 content, and partial success 
at score 3.0 content. Vocabulary:

  2 Students will:
❏ Identify and explain the moral of a story.
❏ Identify and explain a theme of a literary text
❏ Explain a theme and how it develops, using 

details, in a literary text
❏ Explain a stated or implied theme and how it 

develops, using details, in a literary text. 
❏ Explain the development of stated or implied 

theme(s) throughout a literary text.
❏ Analyze the development of stated or implied  

theme(s) throughout a literary text.
❏ Compare two or more themes and their 

development throughout a literary text.
❏ Analyze two or more themes and their 

development throughout a literary text
❏ Analyze universal themes and their 

development throughout a literary text.

1.5 Partial success at score 2.0 content, and major errors or omissions regarding 
score 3.0 content. 

1 With help, partial success at score 2.0 content and score 3.0 content. Formative Assessments:
.5 With help, partial success at score 2.0 content but not 3.0 content. 

0 Even with help, no success. 

Culminating Activity: Possible Duration: 
15

❏ Development
❏ Tension
❏ Conflict
❏ Inference
❏ Themes:

❏ Stated
❏ Implied
❏ Universal



Critical Concept: Perspective and 
Point of View

Grade: 10

Spotlight Benchmarks:

ELA.10.R.1.3
Accompanying 
Benchmarks:
ELA.10.R.1.1
ELA.10.R.3.3
ELA.10.R.1.2
ELA.10.R.1.4
ELA.10.R.3.2
ELA.10.C.1.2

ELA Expectations:
ELA.K12.EE.2.1
ELA.K12.EE.3.1

4 Students will:
❏ Analyze the author’s choices in using juxtaposition to 

define character perspective.

Potential Resources:

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, partial success at score 4.0 content.

3 Students will:
❏ Analyze coming of age experiences reflected in a text 

and how the author represents conflicting 
perspectives.

2.5 No major error or omissions regarding score 2.0 content, and partial success at 
score 3.0 content. Vocabulary:

2 Students will:
❏ Explain who is telling the story using context clues.
❏ Identify different characters’ perspectives in a literary 

text
❏ Explain different characters’ perspectives in a literary 

text.
❏ Identify the narrator’s point of view and explain the 

difference between a narrator’s point of view and 
character perspective in a literary text.

❏ Describe how an author develops a character’s 
perspective in a literary text

❏ Explain the influence of multiple narrators and/or shifts 
in point of view in a literary text. 

❏ Explain the influence of narrator(s), including unreliable 
narrator(s), and/or shifts in point of view in a literary 
text.

❏ Analyze how an author develops and individualizes the 
perspectives of different characters.

❏ Analyze the influence of narrator perspective on a text, 
explaining how the author creates irony or satire.

1.5 Partial success at score 2.0 content, and major errors or omissions regarding 
score 3.0 content. 

1 With help, partial success at score 2.0 content and score 3.0 content. Formative Assessments:
.5 With help, partial success at score 2.0 content but not 3.0 content. 

0 Even with help, no success. 

Culminating Activity: Possible Duration: 
16

❏ Irony
❏ Satire
❏ Perspective
❏ Shift
❏ Point of view

❏ First person
❏ Second person
❏ Third person

❏ Omniscient
❏ Limited

❏ Unreliable
❏ Context clues
❏ Conflation 



Critical Concept: Poetry Grade: 10
Spotlight Benchmarks:

ELA.10.R.1.4
Accompanying 
Benchmarks:
ELA.10.R.1.1
ELA.10.R.1.2
ELA.10.R.1.3
ELA.10.R.3.1
ELA.10.V.1.3

ELA Expectations:
ELA.K12.EE.1.1
ELA.K12.EE.2.1
ELA.K12.EE.3.1

4 Students will:
❏ Analyze ways in which poetry reflects themes and 

issues of its time period.

Potential Resources:

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, partial success at 
score 4.0 content.

3 Students will:
❏ Analyze how authors create multiple layers of meaning 

and/or ambiguity in a poem. 

2.5 No major error or omissions regarding score 2.0 
content, and partial success at score 3.0 content. 

Vocabulary:

2 Students will:
❏ Identify stanzas and line breaks in poems.
❏ Identify rhyme schemes in poems. 
❏ Identify types of poems: free verse, rhymed verse, 

haiku, and limerick
❏ Explain how rhyme and structure create meaning 

in a poem.
❏ Explain how figurative language and other poetic 

elements work together in a poem.
❏ Describe the impact of various poetic forms on 

meaning and style.
❏ Analyze the impact of various poetic forms on 

meaning and style.
❏ Analyze structure, sound, imagery, and figurative 

language in poetry.
❏ Analyze the characters, structures, and themes of 

epic poetry.

1.5 Partial success at score 2.0 content, and major errors or omissions regarding 
score 3.0 content. 

1 With help, partial success at score 2.0 content and score 3.0 content. Formative Assessments:
.5 With help, partial success at score 2.0 content but not 3.0 content. 

0 Even with help, no success. 

Culminating Activity: Possible Duration: 

17

❏ Ambiguity
❏ Structure
❏ Theme
❏ Epic
❏ Free verse
❏ Literary Periods page 165
❏ Rhyme Scheme

❏ Stanza/ End rhyme/ 
Internal rhyme/ Slant 
rhyme/ Assonance/ 
Consonance/ Repetition/ 
Meter

❏ Figurative Language
❏ Metaphor/ Simile/ 

Alliteration/ Personification/ 
Hyperbole/ Imagery/ Idiom/ 
Allusion. Onomatopoeia

❏ Form
❏ Line length/ White space/ 

Indentation/ Line breaks/ 
Stanza breaks

❏ Sonnet
❏ Villanelle
❏ Haiku
❏ Limerick



Critical Concept: Structure Grade: 10
Spotlight Benchmarks

ELA.10.R.2.1
Accompanying 
Benchmarks:
ELA.10.R.2.3
ELA.10.R.2.4

ELA Expectations:
ELA.K12.EE.2.1
ELA.K12.EE.3.1

4 Students will:
❏ Evaluate the structure(s) and features in texts

Potential Resources:

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, partial success at score 4.0 content.

3 Students will:
❏ Analyze the impact of multiple text structures and 

the use of features in text(s).

2.5 No major error or omissions regarding score 2.0 content, and partial success at 
score 3.0 content. Vocabulary:

2 Students will: 
❏ Use text features including titles, headings, captions, 

graphs, maps, glossaries, and/or illustrations to 
demonstrate understanding of texts

❏ Explain how text features—including titles, headings, 
captions, graphs, maps, glossaries, and/or 
illustrations—contribute to the meaning of texts

❏ Explain how text features contribute to meaning and 
identify the text structures of chronology, comparison, 
and cause/effect in texts.

❏ Explain how text features contribute to the meaning 
and identify the text structures of problem/solution, 
sequence, and description in texts.

❏ Explain how text structures and/or features contribute 
to the overall meaning of texts. 

❏ Explain how individual text sections and/or features 
convey meaning in texts. 

❏ Explain how individual text sections and/or features 
convey a purpose in texts. 

❏ Analyze how individual text sections and/or features 
convey a purpose and/or meaning in texts. 

❏ Analyze how multiple text structures and/or features 
convey a purpose and/or meaning in texts.

1.5 Partial success at score 2.0 content, and major errors or omissions regarding 
score 3.0 content. 

1 With help, partial success at score 2.0 content and score 3.0 content. Formative Assessments:
.5 With help, partial success at score 2.0 content but not 3.0 content. 

0 Even with help, no success. 

Culminating Activity: Possible Duration: 
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❏ Description 
❏ Problem/ Solution
❏ Chronological
❏ Compare and Contrast
❏ Cause and Effect
❏ Sequence
❏ Footnotes 
❏ Appendix
❏ Text features



Critical Concept:Central Idea Grade: 10
Spotlight Benchmarks:

ELA.10.R.2.2
Accompanying 
Benchmarks:
ELA.10.R.2.4
ELA.10.R.3.4
ELA.10.R.1.2
ELA.10.R.2.1

ELA Expectations:
ELA.K12.EE.1.1
ELA.K12.EE.2.1
ELA.K12.EE.3.1

4 Students will:
❏ Analyze the central idea(s) of speeches and 

essays from the Classical Period.

Potential Resources:

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, partial success 
at score 4.0 content.

3 Students will:
❏ Analyze the central idea(s) of historical 

American speeches and essays

2.5 No major error or omissions regarding score 2.0 
content, and partial success at score 3.0 content. 

Vocabulary

2 Students will:
❏ Identify the topic of and relevant details in a 

text.
❏ Identify the central idea and explain how 

relevant details support that idea in a text. 
❏ Explain how relevant details support the 

central idea(s), implied or explicit.
❏ Analyze the central idea(s), implied or explicit, 

and its development throughout a text. 
❏ Compare two or more central ideas and their 

development throughout a text.
❏ Analyze two or more central ideas and their 

development throughout a text. 
❏ Evaluate the support an author uses to 

develop the central idea(s) throughout a text.

1.5 Partial success at score 2.0 content, and major errors or omissions regarding 
score 3.0 content. 

1 With help, partial success at score 2.0 content and score 3.0 content. Formative Assessments:
.5 With help, partial success at score 2.0 content but not 3.0 content. 

0 Even with help, no success. 

Culminating Activity: Possible Duration: 
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❏ Rhetorical Appeals:
❏ Ethos
❏ Pathos
❏ Logos

❏ Rhetorical devices:
❏ Antithesis
❏ Asyndeton
❏ Chiasmus
❏ Irony
❏ Metonymy 
❏ Rhetorical question 
❏ Synecdoche
❏ Zeugma

❏ Other:
❏ Relevant
❏ Implied
❏ Explicit
❏ Topic
❏ Argument



Critical Concept: Purpose and Perspective Grade: 10

Spotlight Benchmarks:

ELA.10.R.2.3
Accompanying 
Benchmarks:
ELA.10.R.2.4
ELA.10.R.2.1
ELA.10.R.1.3
ELA.10.C.1.2

ELA Expectations:
ELA.K12.EE.1.1
ELA.K12.EE.2.1
ELA.K12.EE.3.1

4 Students will:
❏ Analyze an author’s choices in establishing and 

achieving purpose(s) in speeches and essays 
from the Classical Period.

Potential Resources:

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, partial success at score 4.0 content.

3 Students will:
❏ Analyze an author’s choices in establishing and 

achieving purpose(s) in historical American 
speeches and essays.

2.5 No major error or omissions regarding score 2.0 content, and partial success at 
score 3.0 content. Vocabulary:

2 Students will:
❏ Explain similarities and differences between 

information provided in visuals and words in an 
informational text.

❏ Explain an author’s purpose in an informational 
text. 

❏ Explain the development of an author's purpose 
in an informational text.

❏ Explain an author’s perspective toward a topic in 
an informational text. 

❏ Analyze an author’s purpose and/or perspective 
in an informational text. 

❏ Analyze authors’ purpose(s) in multiple accounts 
of the same event or topic. 

❏ Explain how an author establishes and achieves 
purpose(s) through diction and syntax. 

❏ Explain how an author establishes and achieves 
purpose(s) through rhetorical appeals and/or 
figurative language.

❏ Analyze how an author establishes and achieves 
purpose(s) through rhetorical appeals and/or 
figurative language.

1.5 Partial success at score 2.0 content, and major errors or omissions regarding 
score 3.0 content. 

1 With help, partial success at score 2.0 content and score 3.0 content. Formative Assessments:
.5 With help, partial success at score 2.0 content but not 3.0 content. 

0 Even with help, no success. 

Culminating Activity: Possible Duration: 
20

❏ Ethos
❏ Pathos
❏ Logos
❏ Context 
❏ Metaphor
❏ Simile
❏ Alliteration
❏ Onomatopoeia
❏ Personification
❏ Hyperbole
❏ Meiosis 

(understatement)
❏ Allusion
❏ Idiom
❏ Diction 
❏ Syntax



Critical Concept: Argument Grade: 10
Spotlight Benchmarks:

ELA.10.R.2.4
Accompanying Benchmarks:
ELA.10.R.2.3 
ELA.10.R.1.1
ELA.10.R.3.4
ELA.10.R.2.1
ELA.10.R.2.2
ELA.10.R.3.2

ELA Expectations:
ELA.K12.EE.1.1
ELA.K12.EE.2.1
ELA.K12.EE.3.1

4 Students will:
❏ Compare the development of multiple arguments on the 

same topic, evaluating the effectiveness and validity of the 
claims, the authors’ reasoning, and the ways in which the 
authors use the same information to achieve different ends.

Potential Resources:

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, partial success at score 4.0 content.

3 Students will:
❏ Compare the development of two opposing arguments on 

the same topic, evaluating the effectiveness and validity of 
the claims, and analyzing the ways in which the authors use 
the same information to achieve different ends. 

2.5 No major error or omissions regarding score 2.0 content, and partial success at 
score 3.0 content. Vocabulary:

2 Students will:
❏ Explain the difference between opinions and facts about a 

topic.
❏ Identify an author’s opinion(s) about the topic.
❏ Explain an author’s opinion(s) and supporting evidence.
❏ Identify an author’s claim and explain how an author uses 

evidence to support the claim. 
❏ Explain an author’s claim and the reasons and evidence 

used to support the claim.
❏ Track the development of an argument, identifying the 

specific claim(s), evidence, and reasoning. 
❏ Track the development of an argument, analyzing the types 

of reasoning used and their effectiveness.
❏ Track the development of an argument, analyzing the types 

of reasoning used and their effectiveness, identifying ways 
in which the argument could be improved.

❏ Compare the development of two opposing arguments on 
the same topic, evaluating the effectiveness and validity of 
the claims.

1.5 Partial success at score 2.0 content, and major errors or omissions regarding score 
3.0 content. 

1 With help, partial success at score 2.0 content and score 3.0 content. Formative Assessments:
.5 With help, partial success at score 2.0 content but not 3.0 content. 

0 Even with help, no success. 

Culminating Activity: Possible Duration: 
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Logical Reasoning
❏ Deductive 
❏ Inductive
❏ Abductive 

Logical Fallacies
❏ Ad hominem 
❏ Ad populum
❏ Hasty 

generalization
❏ Red herring
❏ Slippery slope
❏ Strawman
❏ False analogy 
❏ Circular reasoning
❏ Non sequitur 

Validity
Fact/Opinion



Critical Concept: Interpreting Figurative 
Language

Grade: 10

Spotlight Benchmarks:

ELA.10.R.3.1
Accompanying 
Benchmarks:
ELA.10.R.1.4
ELA.10.R.V.1.3
ELA.10.C.1.2

ELA Expectations:
ELA.K12.EE.2.1
ELA.K12.EE.3.1

4 Students will:
❏ Analyze the author’s use of figurative 

language and explain examples of allegory.

Potential Resources:

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, partial success at score 4.0 content.

3 Students will:
❏ Analyze how figurative language creates 

mood in text(s).

2.5 No major error or omissions regarding score 2.0 content, and partial success at 
score 3.0 content. Vocabulary:

2 Students will:
❏ Identify and explain descriptive words and 

phrases in text(s).
❏ Identify and explain similes, idioms, and 

alliteration in text(s).
❏ Identify and explain metaphors, 

personification, and hyperbole in text(s).
❏ Explain how figurative language contributes 

to meaning in text(s). 
❏ Analyze how figurative language contributes 

to meaning in text(s).
❏ Explain how figurative language contributes 

to tone and meaning in text(s).
❏ Analyze how figurative language contributes 

to tone and meaning and explain examples of 
allusions in text(s).

❏ Analyze how figurative language contributes 
to meaning and explain examples of 
symbolism in text(s).

1.5 Partial success at score 2.0 content, and major errors or omissions regarding 
score 3.0 content. 

1 With help, partial success at score 2.0 content and score 3.0 content. Formative Assessments:
.5 With help, partial success at score 2.0 content but not 3.0 content. 

0 Even with help, no success. 

Culminating Activity: Possible Duration: 22

❏ Metaphor
❏ Simile
❏ Alliteration
❏ Onomatopoeia
❏ Personification
❏ Hyperbole
❏ Meiosis
❏ Allusion
❏ Idiom
❏ Symbolism
❏ Tone
❏ Mood



Critical Concept: Comparative Reading Grade: 10

Spotlight Benchmarks:

ELA.10.R.3.3 
Accompanying 
Benchmarks:
ELA.10.R.3.2
ELA.10.C.1.4
ELA.10.R.2.2
ELA.10.C.4.1

ELA Expectations:
ELA.K12.EE.1.1 
ELA.K12.EE.3.1 
ELA.K12.EE.2.1

4 Students will:
❏ Compare and contrast how contemporaneous authors 

address related topics, comparing the authors’ use of 
reasoning, and analyzing the texts within the context of 
the time period.

Potential Resources:

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, partial success at score 4.0 content.

3 Students will:
❏ Analyze how mythical, classical, or religious texts have 

been adapted.

2.5 No major error or omissions regarding score 2.0 content, and partial success at score 3.0 
content. Vocabulary:

2 Students will:
❏ Compare and contrast characters’ experiences in 

stories.
❏ Compare and contrast two texts on the same topic.
❏ Compare and contrast important details presented by 

two texts on the same topic or theme
❏ Compare and contrast how two authors present 

information on the same topic or theme
❏ Compare and contrast accounts of the same event 

using primary and/or secondary sources
❏ Compare and contrast primary and secondary sources 

related to the same topic.
❏ Compare and contrast how authors from different time 

periods address the same or related topics.
❏ Compare and contrast how authors with differing 

perspectives address the same or related topics or 
themes.

❏ Compare and contrast the use or discussion of 
archetypes in texts

❏ Compare and contrast the ways in which authors have 
adapted mythical, classical, or religious texts.

1.5 Partial success at score 2.0 content, and major errors or omissions regarding score 3.0 
content. 

1 With help, partial success at score 2.0 content and score 3.0 content. Formative Assessments:
.5 With help, partial success at score 2.0 content but not 3.0 content. 

0 Even with help, no success. 

Culminating Activity: Possible Duration: 
23

❏ Literary Periods
❏ Character Archetypes (page 

178): The everyman, the 
jester, the lover, the hero, the 
magician, the rebel, the 
caregiver, the creator, the 
ruler, the explorer, the 
innocent, the sage

❏ Setting/Situation 
Archetypes(page 179): The 
garden, the forest, a tree, a 
cave, a mountain, a river, the 
sea, an island, battle of good 
and evil, death and rebirth, 
innate wisdom vs educated 
stupidity, the initiation, the 
journey, the quest, the task, 
the small town

❏ Symbol archetypes (page 
179): river, wheel, water, rising 
sun, setting sun, circle, snake, 
light, dark, fire

❏ Primary Sources
❏ Secondary Sources



Critical Concept: 
Understanding Rhetoric

Grade: 10

Spotlight Benchmarks:

ELA.10.R.3.4
Accompanying 
Benchmarks:
ELA.10.R.2.4
ELA.10.R.2.3
ELA.10.R.2.2
ELA.10.R.3.2

ELA Expectations:
ELA.K12.EE.1.1 
ELA.K12.EE.2.1
ELA.K12.EE.3.1

4 Students will:
❏ Evaluate an author’s use of rhetoric in 

text.

Potential Resources:

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, partial success at score 4.0 content.

3 Students will:
❏ Analyze an author’s use of rhetoric in a 

text. 

2.5 No major error or omissions regarding score 2.0 content, and partial success at 
score 3.0 content. Vocabulary:

2 Students will:
❏ Identify rhetorical appeals in a text.
❏ Explain the meaning and/or 

significance of rhetorical devices in a 
text.

❏ Explain how an author uses rhetorical 
devices to support or advance an 
appeal.

❏ Explain an author’s use of rhetoric in a 
text. 

1.5 Partial success at score 2.0 content, and major errors or omissions regarding 
score 3.0 content. 

1 With help, partial success at score 2.0 content and score 3.0 content. Formative Assessments:

.5 With help, partial success at score 2.0 content but not 3.0 content. 

0 Even with help, no success. 

Culminating Activity: Possible Duration: 
24

❏ Rhetorical Appeals:
❏ Ethos
❏ Pathos
❏ Logos

❏ Rhetorical Devices:
❏ Irony
❏ rhetorical question
❏ Antithesis
❏ Zeugma
❏  Metonymy
❏ Synecdoche
❏ Asyndeton

❏ Figurative Language:
❏ Alliteration
❏ Allusion
❏ Hyperbole
❏ Idiom
❏ Imagery
❏ Meiosis
❏ Metaphor
❏ Onomatopoeia
❏ Personification
❏ Simile



Critical Concept: Context and Connotation Grade: 10

Spotlight Benchmarks:
ELA.10.V.1.3

Accompanying Benchmarks:
ELA.10.R.3.1
ELA.10.V.1.2
ELA.10.R.3.3 

ELA Expectations:
ELA.K12.EE.2.1

4 Students will:
❏ Apply knowledge of context clues, figurative 

language, word relationships, reference 
materials, and/or background knowledge to 
determine the connotative and denotative 
meaning of words and phrases, appropriate 
to grade level. 

Potential Resources:

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, partial success at score 4.0 content.

3 Students will: 
❏ Apply knowledge of context clues, figurative 

language, word relationships, reference 
materials, and/or background knowledge to 
determine the connotative and denotative 
meaning of words and phrases, appropriate 
to grade level.

2.5 No major error or omissions regarding score 2.0 content, and partial success at 
score 3.0 content. Vocabulary:

2 Students will:
❏ Identify and apply knowledge of common 

Greek and Latin roots, base words, and 
affixes to determine the meaning of unfamiliar 
words in grade-level content.

❏ Apply knowledge of context clues, figurative 
language, word relationships, reference 
materials, and/or background knowledge to 
determine the connotative and denotative 
meaning of words and phrases, appropriate 
to grade level.

1.5 Partial success at score 2.0 content, and major errors or omissions regarding 
score 3.0 content. 

1 With help, partial success at score 2.0 content and score 3.0 content. Formative Assessments:
.5 With help, partial success at score 2.0 content but not 3.0 content. 

0 Even with help, no success. 

Culminating Activity: Possible Duration: 
25

❏ Context clues
❏ Figurative language
❏ Connotative
❏ Denotative
❏ Word relationships
❏ Root word
❏ Base word
❏ Affixes
❏ Prefixes
❏ Suffixes



Critical Concept: Morphology Grade: 10
Spotlight Benchmarks:
ELA.10.V.1.2

Accompanying Benchmarks:
ELA.10.V.1.3
ELA.612.F.2.1
ELA.612.F.2.2
ELA.612.F.2.3

ELA Expectations:
ELA.K12.EE.2.1

4 Students will:
❏ Apply knowledge of etymology and 

derivations to determine meanings of words 
and phrases in grade-level content.

Potential Resources:

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, partial success at score 4.0 content.

3 Students will:
❏ Apply knowledge of etymology and 

derivations to determine meanings of words 
and phrases in grade-level content

2.5 No major error or omissions regarding score 2.0 content, and partial success at 
score 3.0 content. Vocabulary:

2 Students will:
❏ Identify and use frequently occurring base 

words and their common inflections in 
grade-level content.

❏ Apply knowledge of Greek and Latin roots, 
base words, and affixes, recognizing the 
connection between affixes and parts of 
speech, to determine the meaning of 
unfamiliar words in grade-level content

❏ Apply knowledge of Greek and Latin roots 
and affixes to determine meanings of words 
and phrases in grade-level content.

1.5 Partial success at score 2.0 content, and major errors or omissions regarding 
score 3.0 content. 

1 With help, partial success at score 2.0 content and score 3.0 content. Formative Assessments:
.5 With help, partial success at score 2.0 content but not 3.0 content. 

0 Even with help, no success. 

Culminating Activity: Possible Duration: 

26

❏ Etymology 
❏ Morphology
❏ Derivation
❏ Root (pages 200-201 in 

B.E.S.T. Standards)
❏ Affix
❏ Suffix (page 203 in 

B.E.S.T. Standards)
❏ Prefix (page 202 in 

B.E.S.T. Standards)
❏ Part of speech
❏ Base word
❏ Inflection



Student 
Proficiency 

Scales

27



Critical Concept: Literary Elements Grade: 10
4.0 I will:

❏ Evaluate how key elements enhance or add 
layers of meaning and or style in a literary 
text.

Notes:

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, partial success at score 4.0 content.

3.0 I will:
❏ Analyze how key elements enhance or add 

layers of meaning and/or style in a literary 
text.

2.5 No major error or omissions regarding score 2.0 content, and partial success at 
score 3.0 content. Vocabulary:

2.0 I will:
❏ Describe the main character(s), setting, and 

main events in a story/ plot structure
❏ Identify plot structure
❏ Explain how one or more characters develop 

throughout the story
❏ Explain how setting, events, conflict, and 

character development contribute to the plot
❏ Analyze how the interaction between 

characters contributes to the development of 
a plot. 

❏ Analyze the impact of setting on character 
development and plot.

❏ Analyze the interaction between character 
development, setting, and plot in a literary 
text. 

❏ Explain how key elements enhance or add 
layers of meaning and/or style in a literary 
text. 

1.5 Partial success at score 2.0 content, and major errors or omissions regarding 
score 3.0 content. 

1.0 With help, partial success at score 2.0 content and score 3.0 content. 

.5 With help, partial success at score 2.0 content but not 3.0 content. 

0 Even with help, no success. 

Where am I struggling?

Student Name: Period:

28

❏ Setting

❏ Plot

❏ Character development

❏ Conflict 

❏ Theme

❏ Narrator

❏ Point of View

❏ Mood

❏ Tone

❏ Diction

❏ Syntax

❏ Figurative Language

❏ Voice



Critical Concept: Theme Grade: 10
4.0 I will:

❏ Track and analyze universal themes in literary 
texts from different times and places

Notes:

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, partial success at score 4.0 content.

3.0 I will:
❏ Analyze and compare universal themes and 

their development throughout a literary text

2.5 No major error or omissions regarding score 2.0 content, and partial success at 
score 3.0 content. Vocabulary:

2.0 I will:
❏ Identify and explain the moral of a story.
❏ Identify and explain a theme of a literary text
❏ Explain a theme and how it develops, using 

details, in a literary text
❏ Explain a stated or implied theme and how it 

develops, using details, in a literary text. 
❏ Explain the development of stated or implied 

theme(s) throughout a literary text.
❏ Analyze the development of stated or implied 

theme(s) throughout a literary text.
❏ Compare two or more themes and their 

development throughout a literary text.
❏ Analyze two or more themes and their 

development throughout a literary text
❏ Analyze universal themes and their 

development throughout a literary text.

1.5 Partial success at score 2.0 content, and major errors or omissions regarding 
score 3.0 content. 

1.0 With help, partial success at score 2.0 content and score 3.0 content. 

.5 With help, partial success at score 2.0 content but not 3.0 content. 

0 Even with help, no success. 

Where am I struggling?

Student Name: Period:

29

❏ Development

❏ Tension

❏ Conflict

❏ Inference

❏ Themes:

❏ Stated

❏ Implied

❏ Universal



Critical Concept: Perspective 
and Point of View

Grade: 10

4.0 I will:
❏ Analyze the author’s choices in using 

juxtaposition to define character perspective

Notes:

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, partial success at score 4.0 content.

3.0 I will:
❏ Analyze coming of age experiences reflected in a 

text and how the author represents conflicting 
perspectives.

2.5 No major error or omissions regarding score 2.0 content, and partial success at 
score 3.0 content. Vocabulary:

2.0 I will:
❏ Explain who is telling the story using context 

clues.
❏ Identify different characters’ perspectives in a 

literary text
❏ Explain different characters’ perspectives in a 

literary text.
❏ Identify the narrator’s point of view and explain 

the difference between a narrator’s point of view 
and character perspective in a literary text.

❏ Describe how an author develops a character’s 
perspective in a literary text

❏ Explain the influence of multiple narrators and/or 
shifts in point of view in a literary text. 

❏ Explain the influence of narrator(s), including 
unreliable narrator(s), and/or shifts in point of view 
in a literary text.

❏ Analyze how an author develops and 
individualizes the perspectives of different 
characters.

❏ Analyze the influence of narrator perspective on a 
text, explaining how the author creates irony or 
satire.

1.5 Partial success at score 2.0 content, and major errors or omissions regarding 
score 3.0 content. 

1.0 With help, partial success at score 2.0 content and score 3.0 content. 

.5 With help, partial success at score 2.0 content but not 3.0 content. 

0 Even with help, no success. 

Where am I struggling?

Student Name: Period:

30

❏ Irony

❏ Satire

❏ Perspective

❏ Shift

❏ Point of view

❏ First person

❏ Second person

❏ Third person

❏ Omniscien
t

❏ Limited

❏ Unreliable

❏ Context clues

❏ Conflation 



Critical Concept: Poetry Grade: 10
4.0 I will:

❏ Analyze ways in which poetry reflects themes 
and issues of its time period.

Notes:

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, partial success at score 4.0 content.

3.0 I will:
❏ Analyze how authors create multiple layers of 

meaning and/or ambiguity in a poem. 

2.5 No major error or omissions regarding score 2.0 content, and partial success at 
score 3.0 content. Vocabulary:

2.0 I will:
❏ Identify stanzas and line breaks in poems.
❏ Identify rhyme schemes in poems. 
❏ Identify types of poems: free verse, rhymed 

verse, haiku, and limerick
❏ Explain how rhyme and structure create 

meaning in a poem.
❏ Explain how figurative language and other 

poetic elements work together in a poem.
❏ Describe the impact of various poetic forms 

on meaning and style.
❏ Analyze the impact of various poetic forms on 

meaning and style.
❏ Analyze structure, sound, imagery, and 

figurative language in poetry.
❏ Analyze the characters, structures, and 

themes of epic poetry.

1.5 Partial success at score 2.0 content, and major errors or omissions regarding 
score 3.0 content. 

1.0 With help, partial success at score 2.0 content and score 3.0 content. 

.5 With help, partial success at score 2.0 content but not 3.0 content. 

0 Even with help, no success. 

Where am I struggling?

Student Name: Period:

31

❏ Ambiguity
❏ Structure
❏ Theme
❏ Epic
❏ Free verse
❏ Literary Periods page 

165
❏ Rhyme Scheme

❏ Stanza/ End 
rhyme/ Internal 
rhyme/ Slant 
rhyme/ 
Assonance/ 
Consonance/ 
Repetition/ Meter

❏ Figurative Language
❏ Metaphor/ Simile/ 

Alliteration/ 
Personification/ 
Hyperbole/ 
Imagery/ Idiom/ 
Allusion. 
Onomatopoeia

❏ Form
❏ Line length/ White 

space/ Indentation/ 
Line breaks/ 
Stanza breaks

❏ Sonnet
❏ Villanelle
❏ Haiku
❏ Limerick



Critical Concept: Structure Grade: 10
4.0 I will:

❏ Evaluate the structure(s) and features in texts
Notes:

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, partial success at score 4.0 content.

3.0 I will:
❏ Analyze the impact of multiple text structures and 

the use of features in text(s).

2.5 No major error or omissions regarding score 2.0 content, and partial success at 
score 3.0 content. Vocabulary:

2.0 I will:
❏ Use text features including titles, headings, 

captions, graphs, maps, glossaries, and/or 
illustrations to demonstrate understanding of texts

❏ Explain how text features—including titles, 
headings, captions, graphs, maps, glossaries, 
and/or illustrations—contribute to the meaning of 
texts

❏ Explain how text features contribute to meaning 
and identify the text structures of chronology, 
comparison, and cause/effect in texts.

❏ Explain how text features contribute to the 
meaning and identify the text structures of 
problem/solution, sequence, and description in 
texts.

❏ Explain how text structures and/or features 
contribute to the overall meaning of texts. 

❏ Explain how individual text sections and/or 
features convey meaning in texts. 

❏ Explain how individual text sections and/or 
features convey a purpose in texts. 

❏ Analyze how individual text sections and/or 
features convey a purpose and/or meaning in 
texts. 

❏ Analyze how multiple text structures and/or 
features convey a purpose and/or meaning in 
texts.

1.5 Partial success at score 2.0 content, and major errors or omissions regarding 
score 3.0 content. 

1.0 With help, partial success at score 2.0 content and score 3.0 content. 

.5 With help, partial success at score 2.0 content but not 3.0 content. 

0 Even with help, no success. 

Where am I struggling?

Student Name: Period:

32

❏ Description 

❏ Problem/ Solution

❏ Chronological

❏ Compare and Contrast

❏ Cause and Effect

❏ Sequence

❏ Footnotes 

❏ Appendix

❏ Text features



Critical Concept: Central Idea Grade: 10
4.0 I will:

- Analyze the central idea(s) of speeches and 
essays from the Classical Period.

Notes:

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, partial success at score 4.0 content.

3.0 I will:
- Analyze the central idea(s) of historical 

American speeches and essays

2.5 No major error or omissions regarding score 2.0 content, and partial success at 
score 3.0 content. Vocabulary

2.0 I will:
- Identify the topic of and relevant details in a 

text.
- Identify the central idea and explain how 

relevant details support that idea in a text. 
- Explain how relevant details support the 

central idea(s), implied or explicit.
- Analyze the central idea(s), implied or 

explicit, and its development throughout a 
text. 

- Compare two or more central ideas and their 
development throughout a text.

- Analyze two or more central ideas and their 
development throughout a text. 

- Evaluate the support an author uses to 
develop the central idea(s) throughout a text.

1.5 Partial success at score 2.0 content, and major errors or omissions regarding 
score 3.0 content. 

1.0 With help, partial success at score 2.0 content and score 3.0 content. 

.5 With help, partial success at score 2.0 content but not 3.0 content. 

0 Even with help, no success. 

Where am I struggling?

Student Name: Period:

33

❏ Rhetorical Appeals:
❏ Ethos
❏ Pathos
❏ Logos

❏ Rhetorical devices:
❏ Antithesis
❏ Asyndeton
❏ Chiasmus
❏ Irony
❏ Metonymy 
❏ Rhetorical 

question 
❏ Synecdoche
❏ Zeugma

❏ Other:
❏ Relevant
❏ Implied
❏ Explicit
❏ Topic
❏ Argument



Critical Concept: Purpose and Perspective Grade: 10

4.0 I will:
❏ Analyze an author’s choices in establishing and 

achieving purpose(s) in speeches and essays 
from the Classical Period.

Notes:

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, partial success at score 4.0 content.

3.0 I will:
❏ Analyze an author’s choices in establishing and 

achieving purpose(s) in historical American 
speeches and essays.

2.5 No major error or omissions regarding score 2.0 content, and partial success at 
score 3.0 content. Vocabulary:

2.0 I will:
❏ Explain similarities and differences between 

information provided in visuals and words in an 
informational text.

❏ Explain an author’s purpose in an informational 
text. 

❏ Explain the development of an author's purpose 
in an informational text.

❏ Explain an author’s perspective toward a topic in 
an informational text. 

❏ Analyze an author’s purpose and/or perspective 
in an informational text. 

❏ Analyze authors’ purpose(s) in multiple accounts 
of the same event or topic. 

❏ Explain how an author establishes and achieves 
purpose(s) through diction and syntax. 

❏ Explain how an author establishes and achieves 
purpose(s) through rhetorical appeals and/or 
figurative language.

❏ Analyze how an author establishes and achieves 
purpose(s) through rhetorical appeals and/or 
figurative language.

1.5 Partial success at score 2.0 content, and major errors or omissions regarding 
score 3.0 content. 

1.0 With help, partial success at score 2.0 content and score 3.0 content. 

.5 With help, partial success at score 2.0 content but not 3.0 content. 

0 Even with help, no success. 

Where am I struggling?

Student Name: Period:

34

❏ Ethos

❏ Pathos

❏ Logos

❏ Context 

❏ Metaphor

❏ Simile

❏ Alliteration

❏ Onomatopoeia

❏ Personification

❏ Hyperbole

❏  Meiosis 
(understatement)

❏ Allusion

❏ Idiom

❏ Diction 

❏ Syntax



Critical Concept: Argument Grade: 10

4.0 I will:
❏ Compare the development of multiple arguments on 

the same topic, evaluating the effectiveness and 
validity of the claims, the authors’ reasoning, and the 
ways in which the authors use the same information to 
achieve different ends.

Notes:

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, partial success at score 4.0 content.

3.0 I will:
❏ Compare the development of two opposing 

arguments on the same topic, evaluating the 
effectiveness and validity of the claims, and 
analyzing the ways in which the authors use the 
same information to achieve different ends. 

2.5 No major error or omissions regarding score 2.0 content, and partial success at 
score 3.0 content. Vocabulary:

2.0 I will:
❏ Explain the difference between opinions and facts 

about a topic.
❏ Identify an author’s opinion(s) about the topic.
❏ Explain an author’s opinion(s) and supporting 

evidence.
❏ Identify an author’s claim and explain how an author 

uses evidence to support the claim. 
❏ Explain an author’s claim and the reasons and 

evidence used to support the claim.
❏ Track the development of an argument, identifying the 

specific claim(s), evidence, and reasoning. 
❏ Track the development of an argument, analyzing the 

types of reasoning used and their effectiveness.
❏ Track the development of an argument, analyzing the 

types of reasoning used and their effectiveness, 
identifying ways in which the argument could be 
improved.

❏ Compare the development of two opposing arguments 
on the same topic, evaluating the effectiveness and 
validity of the claims.

1.5 Partial success at score 2.0 content, and major errors or omissions regarding 
score 3.0 content. 

1.0 With help, partial success at score 2.0 content and score 3.0 content. 

.5 With help, partial success at score 2.0 content but not 3.0 content. 

0 Even with help, no success. 

Where am I struggling?

Student Name: Period:

35

Logical Reasoning
❏ Deductive 
❏ Inductive
❏ Abductive 

Logical Fallacies
❏ Ad hominem 
❏ Ad populum
❏ Hasty generalization
❏ Red herring
❏ Slippery slope
❏ Strawman
❏ False analogy 
❏ Circular reasoning
❏ Non sequitur 

Validity

Fact/Opinion



Critical Concept: 
Interpreting Figurative Language

Grade: 10

4.0 I will:
❏ Analyze the author’s use of figurative 

language and explain examples of allegory.

Notes:

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, partial success at score 4.0 content.

3.0 I will:
❏ Analyze how figurative language creates 

mood in text(s).

2.5 No major error or omissions regarding score 2.0 content, and partial success at 
score 3.0 content. Vocabulary:

2.0 I will:
❏ Identify and explain descriptive words and 

phrases in text(s).
❏ Identify and explain similes, idioms, and 

alliteration in text(s).
❏ Identify and explain metaphors, 

personification, and hyperbole in text(s).
❏ Explain how figurative language contributes 

to meaning in text(s). 
❏ Analyze how figurative language contributes 

to meaning in text(s).
❏ Explain how figurative language contributes 

to tone and meaning in text(s).
❏ Analyze how figurative language contributes 

to tone and meaning and explain examples of 
allusions in text(s).

❏ Analyze how figurative language contributes 
to meaning and explain examples of 
symbolism in text(s).

1.5 Partial success at score 2.0 content, and major errors or omissions regarding 
score 3.0 content. 

1.0 With help, partial success at score 2.0 content and score 3.0 content. 

.5 With help, partial success at score 2.0 content but not 3.0 content. 

0 Even with help, no success. 

Where am I struggling?

Student Name: Period:

36

❏ Metaphor

❏ Simile

❏ Alliteration

❏ Onomatopoeia

❏ Personification

❏ Hyperbole

❏ Meiosis

❏ Allusion

❏ Idiom

❏ Symbolism

❏ Tone

❏ Mood



Critical Concept: Comparative Reading Grade: 10

4.0 I will:
❏ Compare and contrast how contemporaneous 

authors address related topics, comparing the 
authors’ use of reasoning, and analyzing the texts 
within the context of the time period.

Notes:

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, partial success at score 4.0 content.

3.0 I will:
❏ Analyze how mythical, classical, or religious texts 

have been adapted.

2.5 No major error or omissions regarding score 2.0 content, and partial success at 
score 3.0 content. Vocabulary:

2.0 I will:
❏ Compare and contrast characters’ experiences in 

stories.
❏ Compare and contrast two texts on the same 

topic.
❏ Compare and contrast important details 

presented by two texts on the same topic or 
theme

❏ Compare and contrast how two authors present 
information on the same topic or theme

❏ Compare and contrast accounts of the same 
event using primary and/or secondary sources

❏ Compare and contrast primary and secondary 
sources related to the same topic.

❏ Compare and contrast how authors from different 
time periods address the same or related topics.

❏ Compare and contrast how authors with differing 
perspectives address the same or related topics 
or themes.

❏ Compare and contrast the use or discussion of 
archetypes in texts

❏ Compare and contrast the ways in which authors 
have adapted mythical, classical, or religious 
texts.

1.5 Partial success at score 2.0 content, and major errors or omissions regarding 
score 3.0 content. 

1.0 With help, partial success at score 2.0 content and score 3.0 content. 

.5 With help, partial success at score 2.0 content but not 3.0 content. 

0 Even with help, no success. 

Where am I struggling?

Student Name: Period:

37

❏ Literary Periods

❏ Character Archetypes 
(page 178): The 
everyman, the jester, the 
lover, the hero, the 
magician, the rebel, the 
caregiver, the creator, the 
ruler, the explorer, the 
innocent, the sage

❏ Setting/Situation 
Archetypes(page 179): 
The garden, the forest, a 
tree, a cave, a mountain, 
a river, the sea, an 
island, battle of good and 
evil, death and rebirth, 
innate wisdom vs 
educated stupidity, the 
initiation, the journey, the 
quest, the task, the small 
town

❏ Symbol archetypes 
(page 179): river, wheel, 
water, rising sun, setting 
sun, circle, snake, light, 
dark, fire

❏ Primary Sources

❏ Secondary Sources



Critical Concept: 
Understanding Rhetoric

Grade: 10

4.0 I will:
❏ Evaluate an author’s use of rhetoric in 

text.

Notes:

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, partial success at score 4.0 content.

3.0 I will:
❏ Analyze an author’s use of rhetoric in a 

text.

2.5 No major error or omissions regarding score 2.0 content, and partial success at 
score 3.0 content. Vocabulary:

2.0 I will:
❏ Identify rhetorical appeals in a text.
❏ Explain the meaning and/or 

significance of rhetorical devices in a 
text.

❏ Explain how an author uses rhetorical 
devices to support or advance an 
appeal.

❏ Explain an author’s use of rhetoric in a 
text.

1.5 Partial success at score 2.0 content, and major errors or omissions regarding 
score 3.0 content. 

1.0 With help, partial success at score 2.0 content and score 3.0 content. 

.5 With help, partial success at score 2.0 content but not 3.0 content. 

0 Even with help, no success. 

Where am I struggling?

Student Name: Period:

38

❏ Rhetorical Appeals:
❏ Ethos
❏ Pathos
❏ Logos

❏ Rhetorical Devices:
❏ Irony
❏ rhetorical 

question
❏ Antithesis
❏ Zeugma
❏  Metonymy
❏ Synecdoche
❏ Asyndeton

❏ Figurative Language:
❏ Alliteration
❏ Allusion
❏ Hyperbole
❏ Idiom
❏ Imagery
❏ Meiosis
❏ Metaphor
❏ Onomatopoeia
❏ Personification
❏ Simile



Critical Concept: Context and Connotation Grade: 10

4.0 I will:
❏ Apply knowledge of context clues, figurative 

language, word relationships, reference materials, 
and/or background knowledge to determine the 
connotative and denotative meaning of words and 
phrases, appropriate to grade level. 

Notes:

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, partial success at score 4.0 content.

3.0 I will:
❏ Apply knowledge of context clues, figurative 

language, word relationships, reference materials, 
and/or background knowledge to determine the 
connotative and denotative meaning of words and 
phrases, appropriate to grade level.

2.5 No major error or omissions regarding score 2.0 content, and partial success at score 
3.0 content. Vocabulary:

2.0 I will:
❏ Identify and apply knowledge of common Greek 

and Latin roots, base words, and affixes to 
determine the meaning of unfamiliar words in 
grade-level content.

❏ Apply knowledge of context clues, figurative 
language, word relationships, reference materials, 
and/or background knowledge to determine the 
connotative and denotative meaning of words and 
phrases, appropriate to grade level.

1.5 Partial success at score 2.0 content, and major errors or omissions regarding score 
3.0 content. 

1.0 With help, partial success at score 2.0 content and score 3.0 content. 

.5 With help, partial success at score 2.0 content but not 3.0 content. 

0 Even with help, no success. 

Where am I struggling?

Student Name: Period:

39

❏ Context clues

❏ Figurative language

❏ Connotative

❏ Denotative

❏ Word relationships

❏ Root word

❏ Base word

❏ Affixes

❏ Prefixes

❏ Suffixes



Critical Concept: Morphology Grade: 10
4.0 I will:

❏ Apply knowledge of etymology and 
derivations to determine meanings of words 
and phrases in grade-level content.

Notes:

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, partial success at score 4.0 content.

3.0 I will:
❏ Apply knowledge of etymology and 

derivations to determine meanings of words 
and phrases in grade-level content.

2.5 No major error or omissions regarding score 2.0 content, and partial success at 
score 3.0 content. Vocabulary:

2.0 I will:
❏ Identify and use frequently occurring base 

words and their common inflections in 
grade-level content.

❏ Apply knowledge of Greek and Latin roots, 
base words, and affixes, recognizing the 
connection between affixes and parts of 
speech, to determine the meaning of 
unfamiliar words in grade-level content

❏ Apply knowledge of Greek and Latin roots 
and affixes to determine meanings of words 
and phrases in grade-level content.

1.5 Partial success at score 2.0 content, and major errors or omissions regarding 
score 3.0 content. 

1.0 With help, partial success at score 2.0 content and score 3.0 content. 

.5 With help, partial success at score 2.0 content but not 3.0 content. 

0 Even with help, no success. 

Where am I struggling?

Student Name: Period:

40

❏ Etymology 

❏ Morphology

❏ Derivation

❏ Root (pages 200-201 

in B.E.S.T. Standards)

❏ Affix

❏ Suffix (page 203 in 

B.E.S.T. Standards)

❏ Prefix (page 202 in 

B.E.S.T. Standards)

❏ Part of speech

❏ Base word

❏ Inflection



Part Three
Glossary of Terms

Benchmarks Assessed in F.A.S.T. Testing
Sample Critical Concepts Teaching Unit

41



Key Academic Verbs for Secondary ELA
Definitions pulled from the B.E.S.T. ELA Standards and the Cambridge “Understanding Command Words” resource 

https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/exam-administration/what-to-expect-on-exams-day/command-words/ 

Analyze To study or examine something in detail, in order to discover more about it

Assess To make an informed judgement 

Cite To speak or write words taken from a particular writer or written work, giving credit to the original source 
to refer specifically to a source

Clarify To make or become more easily understood

Comment To five an informed opinion

Compare/ 
Contrast

To note what is similar and different about two or more things

Conflation The merging of two or more ideas or set os information into one

Consider Review and respond to given information

Describe State the points of a topic/ give characteristics and main features

Develop To bring out the possibilities of; to begin to exist or be present gradually; to create over time; to grow or 
cause to grow more mature, or more advanced

Distinguish To notice or recognize a difference between people or things; to know the difference; to make someone 
or something different or special in some way; to see or hear someone or something clearly

Evaluate To judge or calculate the quality, importance, amount, or value of something

Explain To make clear; to give the reasons for or cause of

Identify To recognize or be able to name someone or something, or to prove who or what someone or 
something is

Integrate To combine two or more things in order to become more effective; to combine ideas from sources with 
one’s own ideas

Interpretation An explanation or opinion of what something means 

Justify Support a case with evidence/argument

Organize To put things into a particular arrangement, order, or structure

Outline Set out the main points

State Express in clear terms

Suggest Apply knowledge and understanding to situations where there are a range of valid responses to make 
proposals/put forward considerations

Summarize To express or cover the main points briefly

Support Using information or evidence to show or seem to prove something to be true/ information and 
evidence used to prove or corroborate something

42
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Glossary of Terms
From the B.E.S.T. Standards 

pages 212-219
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16 Benchmarks assessed in new 
F.A.S.T. Testing

Content 
Benchmark 
Assessed

Benchmark 
Language 
(without 
Clarifications)

Assessment Limits Task Demand

ELA.10.R.1.1: Analyze how key 
elements enhance 
or add layers of 
meaning and/or 
style in a literary 
text.

Items may ask the student 
how key elements contribute 
to meaning and/or style in a 
literary text. Key elements 
and components of style are 
as listed in the benchmark 
clarifications, and layers of 
meaning include, but are not 
limited to, literal meaning, 
mood, tone, and purpose. 
Items should not refer to or 
name any particular model 
that defines layers of 
meaning. Items may address 
the relationship between key 
elements and style as a 
whole or its component 
parts. Items that meet the 
specific criteria to be aligned 
to ELA.10.R.1.2 (the 
development of universal 
themes), ELA.10.R.1.4 (the 
creation of meaning and 
especially ambiguity in 
poetry), or ELA.10.R.3.1 (the 
connection between 
figurative language and 
mood) should be aligned to 
those benchmarks rather 
than this one. The focus of 
questions about layers of 
meaning should be on the 
development of those layers 
rather than simply asking the 
student to identify what the 
theme, mood, or tone is.

Analyze how key 
elements enhance 
or add layers of 
meaning.

Analyze how key 
elements enhance 
or add to 
components of 
style.
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Content 
Benchmark 
Assessed

Benchmark 
Language 
(without 
Clarifications)

Assessment Limits Task Demand

ELA.10.R.1.2 Analyze and 
compare universal 
themes and their 
development 
throughout a 
literary text.

Items may ask the student 
to examine how broad 
universal themes apply to 
the specifics of the text. 
Items should compare or 
analyze universal themes in 
a single text. Items should 
not ask the student only to 
identify what the themes are 
but also ask the student to 
analyze how those themes 
are developed.

Analyze the 
development of 
universal themes in a 
text.

Compare the 
development of 
universal themes 
within a text.

53



Content 
Benchmark 
Assessed

Benchmark 
Language 
(without 
Clarifications)

Assessment Limits Task Demand

ELA10.R.1.3 Analyze coming of 
age experiences 
reflected in a text 
and how the author 
represents 
conflicting 
perspectives.

Items may ask the student how 
coming-of-age experiences are 
reflected in a text. The 
conflicting perspectives being 
analyzed may be between a 
character’s thoughts and 
feelings before and after 
coming of age, between the 
character(s) who are coming of 
age and society or other 
characters, or among 
secondary characters or society 
that influence the protagonist. 
Items written about conflicting 
perspectives should focus on 
the author’s craft and not just 
the difference in perspective 
between two characters. Items 
may ask about how events, 
experiences, or literary 
elements—including, but not 
limited to, setting, plot, and 
conflict—affect the experiences 
of one or more characters as 
they come of age.

Analyze 
coming-of-age 
experiences 
reflected in a 
text.

Analyze how the 
author represents 
conflicting 
perspectives in a 
coming-of-age 
text.

ELA.10.R.1.4 Analyze how 
authors create 
multiple layers of 
meaning and/or 
ambiguity in a 
poem.

Items may ask the student to 
analyze how an author creates 
multiple layers of meaning 
and/or ambiguity in a poem. 
Items may focus either on 
layers of meaning or on 
unresolved ideas. Layers of 
meaning can include, but are 
not limited to, literal meaning, 
tone, and mood. Items should 
tend toward the use of the 
words “unresolved,” “unclear,” 
or “unanswered” over the word 
“ambiguous.” Items should 
focus on the author’s craft 
rather than simply asking the 
student to identify the meaning, 
tone, or mood.

Analyze how the 
author creates 
multiple layers of 
meaning in a 
poem.

Analyze how the 
author creates 
ambiguity in a 
poem.
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Content 
Benchmark 
Assessed

Benchmark 
Language 
(without 
Clarifications
)

Assessment Limits Task Demand

ELA.10.R.2.1 Analyze the 
impact of multiple 
text structures 
and the use of 
features in text(s).

Items may ask the student to 
determine the impact of the text 
structures and/or features defined in 
the clarifications on the broader ideas 
in the passage, including, but not 
limited to, the author’s claims, the 
central ideas, or the author’s purpose. 
Items should not be written to 
purpose-setting statements or 
footnotes that provide definitions for 
assessment purposes but rather to 
intentional structural choices made by 
the author or intentional pairings made 
through test design. Items may 
provide a text feature in the stem and 
ask how it could affect the text. Items 
should focus on the author’s craft and 
not ask the student to simply identify 
the structures that the author uses. 
When asking about a section of the 
text for the purpose of analyzing text 
structures, that section may or may 
not be marked by text features.

Analyze the impact 
of multiple text 
structures.

Analyze the use of 
features in a text.

ELA.10.R.2.2 Analyze the 
central idea(s) of 
historical 
American 
speeches and 
essays.

Items may ask the student to analyze 
the central idea(s) of historical 
American speeches and essays. Items 
should not simply ask the student to 
determine the central idea. Items 
should exclusively be written to 
American speeches and essays; 
similar central idea items written to 
other texts should be aligned to other 
benchmarks. Items that focus on 
rhetorical devices and purpose should 
be aligned to ELA.10.R.2.3. Items 
should not require the student to know 
historical background information 
outside of that given in the text.

Analyze the central 
idea(s) of historical 
American speeches 
and essays.

55



Content 
Benchmark 
Assessed

Benchmark 
Language 
(without 
Clarifications)

Assessment Limits Task Demand

ELA.10.R.2.3 Analyze an 
author’s choices 
in establishing 
and achieving 
purpose(s) in 
historical 
American 
speeches and 
essays.

Items may ask the student to 
analyze how an author develops 
and achieves a particular 
purpose(s) in speeches and 
essays. Items may ask about 
explicit and implicit purpose(s). 
Items should not ask the student 
to identify the purpose of a text in 
isolation but should always 
include analysis of the author’s 
choices in establishing or 
achieving a purpose. Items 
should focus on rhetorical devices 
and/or appeals as defined in 
clarifications 1 and 2, broad 
rhetorical choices, or figurative 
language if those choices or 
language are used to support the 
purpose(s). Items may require the 
student to infer the purpose rather 
than stating it explicitly. Purpose 
may be connected to perspective, 
but perspective should not be 
assessed independently. Items 
should exclusively be written to 
American speeches and essays; 
similar purpose items written to 
other texts should be aligned to 
other benchmarks. Items should 
not require the student to know 
historical background information 
outside of that given in the text.

Analyze an 
author’s choices in 
establishing or 
achieving purpose 
in American 
historical speeches 
and essays.
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Content 
Benchmark 
Assessed

Benchmark 
Language 
(without 
Clarifications)

Assessment Limits Task Demand

ELA.10.R.2.4 Compare the 
development of two 
opposing arguments 
on the same topic, 
evaluating the 
effectiveness and 
validity of the 
claims, and 
analyzing the ways 
in which the authors 
use the same 
information to 
achieve different 
ends.

Items may ask the student to compare 
how two opposing arguments are 
developed. Items may ask the student 
to evaluate the information used to 
develop the arguments. Items may ask 
the student to analyze the use of the 
same information to achieve different 
ends. Shared evidence for this 
benchmark may include, but is not 
limited to, statistics and data, historical 
events and precedent, anecdotes, 
and/or expert opinions. Items should 
focus on differences in the authors’ 
craft rather than simply asking the 
student to identify the disagreement 
between the opposing arguments. 
Items may include analysis of the 
authors’ use of evidence as a method 
of making claims effective or valid. 
Items addressing the effectiveness or 
validity of claims should not contain 
subjective value judgments of the 
arguments. Items should not require 
that the student have outside 
knowledge but may provide additional 
information to the student. Sources of 
this additional information could 
include, but are not limited to, an 
excerpt from an authoritative source or 
a new text feature (as defined in 
ELA.10.R.2.1).

Compare the 
development of 
two opposing 
arguments on the 
same topic.

Analyze the ways 
in which authors 
use the same 
information to 
achieve different 
ends.

Compare the 
development of 
two opposing 
arguments on the 
same topic.

Analyze the ways 
in which authors 
use the same 
information to 
achieve different 
ends.

Evaluate the 
effectiveness or 
validity of claims.

ELA.10.R.3.1 Analyze how 
figurative language 
creates mood in 
text(s).

Items may ask the student how 
figurative language, defined by the 
clarifications, creates mood. Items 
should connect figurative language to 
mood regardless of text type. Items 
should not ask the student to identify 
the type of figurative language used, 
nor should they ask the student to 
identify an instance of a type of 
figurative language. Items should not 
ask the student only to identify the 
mood in isolation but rather should ask 
about the author’s craft.

Analyze how 
figurative language 
creates mood.
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Content 
Benchmark 
Assessed

Benchmark 
Language 
(without 
Clarifications)

Assessment Limits Task 
Demand

ELA.10.R.3.3 Analyze how 
mythical, classical, 
or religious texts 
have been 
adapted.

Items may ask the student how an 
author adapted a mythical, 
classical, or religious text. Items 
may ask about either the 
similarities or differences between 
an original work and its modern 
adaptation. Items should focus on 
the author’s craft in the modern 
adaptation.

Analyze the 
adaptation of 
classical, 
mythical, or 
religious text(s).

ELA.10.R.3.4 Analyze an 
author’s use of 
rhetoric in a text.

Items may ask the student how an 
author uses rhetoric defined in the 
clarifications. Items should not ask 
the student to identify the type of 
figurative language or rhetoric 
used, nor should they ask the 
student to identify an example of a 
type of figurative language or 
rhetoric. Items should focus on the 
author’s craft. Figurative language 
can be considered a type of 
rhetorical device, but if the 
figurative language establishes 
mood, it should be aligned to 
benchmark ELA.10.R.3.1. Items 
written about the rhetoric used to 
develop the purpose of an 
American historical document 
should be aligned to 
ELA.10.R.2.3. Items written about 
rhetoric and the purpose of 
nonhistorical documents may be 
aligned to this benchmark. The 
student should not be required to 
have outside knowledge of the 
topic, but an item may give the 
student context (e.g., audience, 
occasion) so that the student may 
analyze the appropriateness or 
effectiveness of the rhetoric used. 
Items analyzing the effectiveness 
of rhetoric should be aligned to 
this benchmark, but items 
analyzing the effectiveness of 
specific claims or evidence should 
be aligned to ELA.10.R.2.4.

Analyze the use 
of rhetoric.
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Content 
Benchmark 
Assessed

Benchmark 
Language 
(without 
Clarifications)

Assessment Limits Task 
Demand

ELA.10.V.1.2 Apply knowledge of 
etymology and 
derivations to 
determine 
meanings of words 
and phrases in 
grade-level 
content.

Items may ask the student to 
determine the meaning of a word 
using application of knowledge of 
etymology, derivations, roots, and 
affixes. Item distractors should 
include common 
misunderstandings such as 
application of the wrong root or 
affix meaning. Items may ask about 
the differences between two or 
more words that share a similar 
origin.

Determine the 
meaning of 
words or 
phrases by 
applying 
knowledge of 
etymology and 
derivations.

ELA.10.V.1.3 Apply knowledge of 
context clues, 
figurative 
language, word 
relationships, 
reference 
materials, and/or 
background 
knowledge to 
determine the 
connotative and 
denotative 
meaning of words 
and phrases, 
appropriate to 
grade level.

Words selected should have clear 
and sufficient context for 
determining the meaning of the 
assessed word. Items should not 
focus on dictionary word meanings 
but should focus on how the words 
and phrases function within the 
context of the text. Items may focus 
on words and phrases that have 
figurative or allusive meanings 
central to the meaning of the text 
rather than isolated, incidental 
vocabulary. Items may ask about 
words with discrete context clues in 
close proximity or words whose 
meanings are conveyed more 
implicitly throughout the text. Items 
may require the student to make 
connections between words and to 
delve into figurative or connotative 
meanings.

Determine the 
meaning of a 
word or phrase 
using 
appropriate 
strategies.

Distinguish 
between the 
connotative and 
denotative 
meanings of a 
word.
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Writing Assessment Prompt Specifications

12 point domain-specific rubric with 4 points in each of the following categories:
Purpose and Structure, Development, and Language

For the expository writing prompts, students will be required to synthesize and 
analyze ideas from the stimuli to develop and support a main idea.

For the argumentative writing prompts, students will be required to synthesize 
and analyze ideas and evidence from stimuli. They will use these ideas to present 
and support a perspective on the issue.

For the narrative writing prompts, students will be required to synthesize and 
analyze ideas and details from stimuli. They will use these ideas to write their own 
personal or fictional narrative. (Grade 7 Only)

Standards Assessed:

ELA.10.C.1.3: Argumentative Writing 
Write to argue a position, supporting claims using logical reasoning and credible 
evidence from multiple sources, rebutting counterclaims with relevant evidence, 
using a logical organizational structure, elaboration, purposeful transitions, and 
maintaining a formal and objective tone.

ELA.10.C.1.4: Expository Writing 
Write expository texts to explain and analyze information from multiple sources, 
using a logical organization, purposeful transitions, and a tone and voice 
appropriate to the task.

Other Standards Assessed:

Conventions: ELA.10.C.3.1
Researching and Using Information: ELA.10.C.4.1
Academic Vocabulary: ELA.10.V.1.1
Reading Informational Text: ELA.10.R.2
Figurative Language: ELA.10.R.3.1
Paraphrase and Summarize: ELA.10.R.3.2
Understanding Rhetoric: ELA.6.R.3.4
Cite Evidence: ELA.K12.EE.1.1
Read and Comprehend Proficiently: ELA.K12.EE.2.1
Make Inferences: ELA.K12.EE.3.1
Use Appropriate Format: ELA.K12.EE.5.1
Use Appropriate Tone and Voice: ELA.K12.EE.6.1 60



Sample Critical Concepts 
Teaching Unit

This unit was created as a sample using the Proficiency 
Scale as a starting point and the B.E.S.T. List as source 
material. 

Important notes:

● The Spotlight Benchmark Close Reading Questions are 
adapted from the 2.0 material on the proficiency scale. 

● The Accompanying Benchmark Close Reading 
Questions were adapted from the benchmark in the 
blue spiral book since not all Accompanying 
Benchmarks have their own Critical Concept. 

● This is not enough to ensure that students have 
mastered the benchmarks listed, but more lessons 
could be created that are similarly structured. 
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Critical Concept: Narrative Perspective Grade: 7

Spotlight Benchmarks:
ELA.7.R.1.3

Accompanying 
Benchmarks:
ELA.7.R.3.1

ELA Expectations:
ELA.K12.EE.3.1 
(Inferences)

4 Potential Resources:

Excerpt from Amy Tan’s 
“Two Kinds” (Grade 7, Unit 
1)3.5

3

2.5 Vocabulary:

- Character perspective

- Narrator’s point of 
view

- Unreliable Narrator

2

1.5

1 Possible Formative 
Assessments:

.5

0

Possible Duration: Culminating Activity:

Students will:
- Analyze the influence or a narrator or multiple 

narrators. 

In addition to score 3.0 performance, partial 
success at score 4.0 content. 

Students will:
- Explain the influence of narrator, including 

unreliable narrator, and/or shifts in point of 
view in a literary text. 

No major error or omissions regarding score 2.0 
content, and partial success at score 3.0 content. 

Students will:
- Explain different character’s perspectives
- Identify the narrator's point of view
- Explain the difference between a narrator’s 

point of view and character perspective
- Describe how an author develops a 

character’s perspective
- Explain the influence of the narrator

Partial success at score 2.0 content, and major errors or 
omissions regarding score 3.0 content. 

With help, partial success at score 2.0 content and score 3.0 
content. 
With help, partial success at score 2.0 content but not 3.0 
content. 

Even with help, no success. 

3-4 days 
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From Amy Tan’s “Two Kinds” 
myPerspectives Unit 1 (p.16-17)

Every  night  after  dinner my  mother and  I  would sit at the  Formica  topped 
kitchen  table. She would present new  tests, taking  her examples from stories  of 
amazing  children that she  read  in  Ripley's Believe  It or Not or  Good Housekeeping,  
Reader's digest,  or any  of a dozen other  magazines  she kept in a pile in our 
bathroom.  My  mother  got these  magazines  from people  whose  houses she cleaned.  
And since she  cleaned many  houses  each  week,  we  had a  great  assortment.  She  
would look through  them all, searching  for stories about remarkable  children. 

The  first night she  brought  out a story  about a  three-year-old boy  who knew  
the capitals  of all the states and even  the most of the European  countries.  A teacher  
was  quoted  as saying  that the little boy  could  also pronounce  the  names of the  
foreign  cities correctly.  

"What's  the capital  of Finland?  My  mother asked  me, looking  at the story. 

All I  knew  was  the  capital of  California,  because  Sacramento  was the name  
of the  street  we  lived  on in Chinatown. "Nairobi!"  I  guessed,  saying  the  most 
foreign  word  I  could think of. She checked  to see  if that might  be one way  to 
pronounce  Helsinki  before  showing  me the answer. 

The  tests got harder  - multiplying  numbers  in my  head, finding  the queen  of  
hearts in a  deck of  cards, trying  to stand on my  head  without using  my  hands,  
predicting  the daily  temperatures  in Los  Angeles,  New York,  and London.  

One  night  I  had to look at a page  from  the  Bible for  three  minutes  and then 
report everything  I  could remember.  "Now  Jehoshaphat  had riches  and  honor in 
abundance  and...that's  all I remember,  Ma,"  I  said. 

And  after  seeing,  once  again,  my  mother's  disappointed  face,  something  
inside  me began  to die.  I  hated the tests, the raised  hopes and  failed expectations. 
Before  going  to bed that night  I  looked in the mirror  above the bathroom  sink, and  I  
saw  only  my  face  staring  back  - and  understood that it would always  be  this 
ordinary  face  - I  began  to cry.  Such  a sad, ugly  girl!  I  made high  - pitched  noises  
like  a crazed  animal, trying  to scratch  out the face  in the  mirror. 

And  then  I  saw  what seemed  to be the prodigy  side of  me - a  face  I  had 
never  seen  before.  I  looked at my reflection,  blinking  so that  I  could see  more 
clearly.  The  girl  staring  back  at me was  angry,  powerful.  She and  I  were  the  
same. I  had  new  thoughts,  willful  thoughts  - or  rather,  thoughts filled with lots of  
won'ts.  I won't  let her  change  me, I  promised  myself.  I  won't  be  what I'm  not. 63



Spotlight Benchmark: Narrative Perspective
Close Reading Questions

Objective: Explain the influence of narrator, including unreliable 
narrator, and/or shifts in point of view in a literary text. 

As you read this excerpt from “Two Kinds”, consider the following 
questions focused on our Spotlight Benchmark:

- What is a character’s perspective?

- What is the perspective of the mother character in this excerpt?

- What is the perspective of the child character in this excerpt?

- How do these two perspectives differ?

- How does the narrator feel about the characters and their perspectives?

- How did the author develop the child’s perspective in this excerpt? (You may want to 
highlight and annotate some examples)

- How did the author develop the mother’s perspective in this excerpt? (You may want 
to highlight and annotate some examples)

- What is an unreliable narrator? Is our narrator unreliable?

- What influence does our narrator have over the story? How might a change in 
narration affect the tone of the excerpt?
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Accompanying Benchmarks: Close Reading 
Questions
As you read, you should also consider: 

- Making inferences: 
- What can you infer that the mother values?

- What can you infer about how the daughter feels about her mother’s values? 

- What can you infer about the expectations the mother sets and why they are 
important to her?

- Analyze how figurative language contributes to tone and meaning in the 
following chart. Examples of figurative language include: alliteration, allusion, 
hyperbole, idiom, imagery, metaphor, onomatopoeia, personification, simile. 

Figurative 
Language Type Example from excerpt Tone it establishes and why

hyperbole “And after seeing my mother’s 
disappointed face once again, 
something inside of me began to 
die” (17).

This excerpt establishes a desperate 
tone because she exaggerates her 
emotions to let us know how hopeless 
she feels and how painful these daily 
quizzes are for her. 
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For more detailed 
information about 
the standards for 

this course, please 
reference the 

B.E.S.T. Standards.

 They can be found here:
https://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/7539/urlt/elabeststandardsfinal.pdf 
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